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Paul broke the mold of the Michalk boys by going to Dallas in 1940 after graduation from Concordia,
Austin. War was already raging in Europe, and the US was sending megatonnage of military supplies “Lend -
Lease” to our Allies. Many of the Fedor boys were being conscripted for one year of military service (“honest
injun”, said Franklin Roosevelt) and a popular song of Pappy Lee O’Daniel’s Light Crust Dough Boys was “I'll be
Back in a Year, Li’l Darlin”. As an alternative to conscription, full - time employment in a war industry was
honorably acceptable.

Many other young men were flocking to Dallas, where North American Aviation had just finished “the
biggest plant in the world” out at Grand Prairie, building the AT- 6 "TEXAN". Up till then all small aircraft, and up to
the Gooney Bird (DC - 3), had fixed landing gear; and there were dozens of jokes - mostly bad - about hapless
pilot trainee Dilbert who kept forgetting to put down the landing gear when coming in for a landing. Paul had heard
that Many Lutheran boys were headed for Dallas, and that the Walther League of Zion Congregation (Rev. Luther
Poellet) included those working at NAA and at Guiberson Diesel.

First he had to turn 18, and also have some craft training, before being acceptable in war industry. So he
took a job as bag boy for Safeway, then flight-line attendant at Braniff (Love Field), while attending night classes in
engineering, science, and management war training (ESMWT). It was quite hectic, working a full day, then taking
a bus to SMU for night class. On Sundays he’'d meet with the Walther League at church and compare notes with
the Stelzer boys, the Moerbes, Gus Melde, EImer Werner, ...and Bob Hejtmeyer about hiring at NAA and
Guiberson. They usually had basketball practice in the evening and even entered a WL tournament. The
bachelors of the group tended to room around the Gersch home, where Mrs. Gersch served breakfast and dinner.
Paul got a job running a high-speed band saw at NAA; one day the blade broke and a fragment tore into his chest.
He was transferred to better work after recuperating, but always had a gnawing feeling that something better could
be done for the war effort. So he checked with the Naval Aviation recruiting office at Hensley Field.

By this time brother Erwin had graduated from Concordia (1941). but he wasn’t even 17. He came up to
live in Dallas in desperation, for there certainly wasn’t any position available elsewhere in Texas. Paul financed his
stay for three months, while Erwin attended ESMWT at SMU; he couldn’t get any regular job either during that
training, or after, because every potential employer figured he'd be drafted on turning 18. So Erwin went back to
Fedor to wait ... and found a school - work program at Blinn College (Brenham) in electronics.

Meanwhile Paul tried to sign on with Naval Aviation Reserve in training to be a pilot. As soon as he was
advanced enough to land a plane, the test for tail landings was given (remember, most Navy planes have to
approach a carrier deck tail - low, so that the arrestor hook would catch the arresting cable). Out of three tries,
Paul made one wheels landing, one three - point, but only one tail - low. So he got the choice of going for
something other than pilot, or trying the U. S. Army Air Corps. The Army had no Reserve Aviation component, so
once he signed on, he was on for the long haul. Once he finished College Training Detachment (CDT) -
somewhere in Kansas -- his lot (literally) fell to be assigned to
navigation school - no options, no tests. The US Army Air Corps moved him around several times, but once he
became bombardier on a B-24, he was content, because he had one of the scarce Mickey radars to operate, and
a whole wing would follow that plane in on a bombing run. Of course that also made that plane the prime German
fighter target on any flight.

-- at this point, my memories of Paul fade. Each of us had a last furlough before going overseas, but not
overlapping; we last saw each other at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, in early 1942. ERM
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pictured, left to right: E. Westcott; N. Boriack; V. Lieder; E. Gloor; P. Michalk; J. Geisler.

Michalk Gives Commencement
Address As Six Graduate

The Reverend A. F. Michalk, pastor of
'ne Lutheran Church in Fedor, Texas, ad-
iressed the graduates of Concordia College
41 the tenth annual commencement exer-
iises held in the college auditorium May 30.

The Rev. A. F.-Michalk

May 30, 1940

Inasmuch as Paul’'s words to the Cor-
inthians, “Quit you like men, be strong”
~erved as the motto of the graduating
¢lass, it was entirely fitting that the speaker
~nould choose as his text the words from
aul’s second letter to Timothy, “Endure
Lardness as a good scoldier of Jecus Chrict.”

Asx class salutatorian, Paul Michalk gave
the  address of welcome, while Norman
Voriack delivered the valedictory address.

The Reverend F. H. Stelzer of Thorndale,
chairman of the Board of Control, awarded
Jiplomas to six graduates, four of whom
sre preparing for the ministry.

Scholarship awards were made by Presi-
dent Studtmann. The Carl Doering schol-
arship of $25, awarded annually to the
~tudent having the highest general scholas-
t1c average for the year, was won by Ver-
non Boriack of Ponchatoula, Louisiana, a
imember of the sophomore class. The aver-
ape of all his grades for the year was
4H. 7% per cent. For the second highest
swverage (94.50 per cent) Paul Michalk, a
member of the graduating class, received
the Board of Control scholarship—of $15.

In the competition for highest honors in
religgion, Arnold Twenhafel of Caldwell,
Texas, with an average of 99.70 per cent,
was awarded the H. P. Roepe scholarship
of $5. The second place award, a Con-
cordia Bible, presented by the clergy mem-
bers of the Board of Control, was given
to Vernon Boriack, the winner of the
Doering award, whose average in religion
was 99.65 per cent.
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Lt Mckalk
Reported Missing
Over Germany

My and Mrs. John A. Michalk |
live received word that their
crundson, Pirst Lt Paul Michalk, '
!is missing in action over Germany
. since April 7. He was a navigator
& bambardier with - the Bighth Air
i Force based in Bagland anl the
2 sou on Rey. and Mrs Adolph
Michalk of Lexington. :
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Paul’s letter written to his Aunt, his father’s sister Florina,

in March 1945.

(from a scrapbook of Florina’s found by Nancy
Michalk with her parents records. 2/11/2016)



Paul’s last letder to Bernice
From €ast England
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this is a scan of a copy
the top line, second page was
cut off as were some words on
p. 2 right margin.
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The A.F.Michalk family
Adolph & Paul, Emilie

Theodore, & Bernice
1923

Theodore, Paul, &
Erwin




The following letter frem the
‘|Rev. A. F. Michalk in France
-|was sent to Paul Nerger. i

.. MEMORIAT, DAY SERVICE .
U. S. Military Cemetery,
Neuville-En-Condroz, Belgium.
May 30, .1952
(With grateful. appreciation
to the U. S. Graves Reg;stra
Ition Division) = ‘

one at Neuvule en vandroz u
jof-special interest to. us, be-
cause ‘our son, lst-Lieut. Paul
{L. Michalk, has fma]ly found
a resting place there in Plot C
Row 21,.Grave 5. °
: For six long years we knew‘
‘lonly that he was “missing "in
.| action:” Our government had

notified us that his plane had
been shot down over Northern
Germany on April 7, 1845. | A
lfew of his buddies who had
managed to parachute to safety
-|told what they knew. There
:lwas no chance for Paul and
*| the others who had been up'in
front * when ‘the’ Messerschmidt
ooped down on that first

Elang of the iormat.l.on and
T'exploded upon co The

The letter speaks far itself, |

few men who were in the rear

A3

reported him ‘presumed to be
dead,’ as of April 8, 1946, that
he was no longer among the
living.

But when our church sent us
a call towcome over to France

o gu—

much-3eda with._our accep
that call. Our govemment %‘
given us a general description
of the section of-Europe where
the ’ plane must have come
down. But we would never have
hoped tfo experience what actu-
ally happened later.

‘The untiring and painstaking
eﬂorts of the P. S. Graves Re-
glstratwn Division discovered a
mass ‘grave at Gestacht. There
were 7-bodies of American sol-
diers’ in" that grave. They ex-
humed ‘them agd brought them
to = Neuville-en-Condroz -and
interred them as unknown. The
peculiar ~ circumstances, how-
ever, led our faithful depart-
P2ouledn examine the records
more"cﬁqsely -An ‘antropologist
was emplayed to examine -the
remains of’ -these T graves a bit
closer: So, orde day there came
a letter infurzining us that our
son’s - body had ,been. positively
identified, and a:3ked us wheth-
er we would wanit the body

hrmniaht harma tn Ta vae ar have

1had time to bail out. . So wé!
knew before our Government!'

+After considering carefully
what to do, we decided +hat it
would be best to choose - the
latter. We did request, if pos-
sible, that we might attend‘t‘he

well-marked toad ‘that led o
the huge cemetery.  We came
pretty' early, - for we did not
know the time for services. We
were warmly greeted by the
‘Caretaker who still remember-

weather, this time, was
more agreeable. We had plenty
‘of time to walk around. We

cross among all the 5,000 which
meant most to us. We noticed
that much progress had been
made in preparation’ for : the
little Iialian Marble - crosses
that will soon replaee the woo-
den ones, and.- so nve more
permanence.

The little flags at the head
of each grave — one American
and one Belgjan — were lusti-
ly fluttering ' in the - breeze,
somehow giving the impression
that all these boys here knew
there were many visitors com=
ing this day, and they were to

celebrate with them. Little Au-| |

drey could not ‘understand why
her father and grandfather
and grandmother were in tears
;while ‘taking picturesyand:none.
'of us could tell her at the time
all about her uncle Paul whom
she never saw in" her young

life, She saw the Belgian sol-|
diers on parade, and the little|’
| Belgian children putting flow- |’
ers on graves (she calls them|.
by the Tamil ' name: -‘poohs’),|:

she jumped when :the ' honor

T

guard fired the volleys, and all.
It was very interesting. ;

| But for us it was pr
‘last, last farewell in th

We had all done it
enough down there on
road station ‘platform
dings, Texas. We we

}@Mﬁc&:ﬁ-ﬁe L
|mhssmpp%

leaving for the East Cuicow auu

fogs of the long winter months
in England. But he had almost
finished his 50 arduous missions
and longed to be back in the
States soon after Easter, 1845.

Qur son, ~the Rev. Theo.
Michalk, and his - family will
soon sail for the States. Mother
and I may be here in France’
another year. It will probably
inot happen "again that we get
up to Neuy:]le_-en—-Condroz. We

should like to see everything inf

that big cemetery when  the
plans are completed. But, even
the Ttalian ;{g{ble crosses, ‘with
alI the care
is giving them will some day
perish. The old, old trees that
flank the scenic spot on-the left
have seen several 'generations

of men come and go. Yet they

too are not eternal. - A grate- |y

ful Belgium will probably re-
peat for decades its homage on

Memorial Days. And that Star |,

Spangled Banner, long may it

wave also over spots like these |

here and there in this troubled
world where American boys
have found a last resting place.
In .-nneere grahtude,
~yours,’ :
Rev. A. F. Michalk -

England. He did not like the|’

vernment |

AL ")

l(.rs.mandcm]dren

.r*:'-‘- ,

-~ May 30, 1952
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